[image: image1.jpg]


November December Shizzie News

© Chris Jones
[image: image4.wmf]


2004


A prize to anyone who can identify this doggie: One try per person and the prize will be a shih tzu figurine offered by Shizzie News:
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Don’t forget to clean your doggie drinking water bottles from time to time to prevent bacteria and algase from forming. This can be done easily by using a bottle brush anda mild bleach solution in water. A mixture of ! part bleach to 9 parts water will work well and even kill parvo virus. Leave it soak about 5-10 minutes and rinse very well. If you have extra bottles or nozzles let these air dry and replace with fresh ones. Otherwsie rinse well and dry and refill with fresh clean purified or reverse osmosis drinking water.
Shallow stainless steel bowls are not only bacteriostatic but also more pleasing to the Shih Tzu. This is because of his/her short muzzle. They don’t like to “drown” in a deep bowl. They like
to be able to see over the rim as well. In fact, many Shih Tzu prefer to eat from a flat saucer or floor!
Here is an example of BJ’s stained glass work:
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Wishing everyone and their fuzzy ones 

 a wonderful Fall Season

And a blessed Thanksgiving 

Best Wishes, your editor Chris Jones

Please feel free to contact me at any time with your thoughts, comments or favorite shih tzu stories, poems or photos: chris@chinaishihtzu.com 
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Hi Everyone,





I hope you will like this new format!





Thanksgiving is a time to remember all the things we are thankful for. Of course our fuzzy friends top most of our lists! It is also a time of blessings. Our little companion dogs and their love for us and the friendships we gain from having them as our companions can’t really be measured. We are thankful for all these wonderful “bennies” that are truly beyond measure neverthe less! 





The latest food comparison and ratings issue of the  Whole Dog Journal is out. As most of you know I wrote for dog magazines for many years. I also researched many of the dog food companies and ingredients and procedures. The Whole dog journal does pretty much the same thing and uses a similar criterion for their ratings. Since they are up on all the new foods and get out more than I do, I now rely on their ratings. I will give you a brief synopsis of their top few and their “not recommended” list. There are some new foods you might be interested in and want to try. These are not available in all areas but phone numbers are available in the WDJ.  I have heard good things about some of these entries into the companion animal food industry.





Here are some of the winners: 





A new food called “Karma” which is a organic chicken based food.


(This is available in the Phoenix area and made in Cal.)





“Chicken Soup for the Dog Lovers Soul”, I have heard the dogs like it and rated well.





Would you believe?? Newman’s Own has a dog food? Yes, Paul Newman has done it again and his dog food is rated in the top brands.





“Flint River Ranch” is still in the top ratings. They do use organic whenever possible/available





 Dick Van Patton’s food, “Natural Balance” is in the top ratings.





“Azmira” known for human grade ingredients made in Tucson, AZ.





“Dr. Foster & Smith”, Chicken and brown Rice, well known veterinarians with a huge catalog sales business.





“Millennia” by Solid Gold, Solid Gold being he first established health conscious dog food in the US.
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Briefly on the not recommended list: (Some of these may surprise you)





Science Diet, Iams, Pedigree, Beneful, Bil Jac, Purina, Nutra nuggets, Eukanuba adult











To find out the reasons one food was rated better than others, you will need to get a copy of the new publication. It also has good information on dog food ingredient definitions and how to switch your dog over from one food to another one.One reason this publicvation can be trusted in their ratings is they do not take any advertsing dollars at all from any of these companies. In fact they do not accept any advertising. So they do not have to be biased or partial in their opinions/ratings. 





Contact the Whole Dog Journal at:1-800-829-9165 to subscribe or to request this rating issue. You may also subscribe on line at � HYPERLINK "http://www.whole-dogjournal.com" ��www.whole-dog-journal.com�  This publication is easy to read and comes punched for a notebook. The best part is there is lots of useful and interesting doggie information in each issue.





After a holiday party or when your gone how can you keep your little furry trash burgular out of the trash can?? A foot pedal opening can will pooch proff your garbage. These cans are popular now and available at most retail sources. They come in several sizes and have a removeable liner/can/  New puppies, bored pooches or pooches tempted by good smelling trash might find one of these new cans where the old trash receptacle used to be!





Don’t forget in the winter your shih tzu might need a little extra oil in his/her diet. You can  make your own coat/skin supplement by adding a few drops of corn oil or flax seed oil to the diet. Gradually get up to a ½ teaspoon a day. You might choose to buy a commercially prepared coat supplement. Some of these would include: Mirra Coat, which comes in an oil or powder,  EFA-Z oil, Linatone, “In” (made by Innovators) or 


If your dog needs more help with skin care try: Derma Caps. As always rinse your dog well after bathing and fully dry your dog in the cooler weather.





If you have an older dog who gets cold in the winter you might consider a new thermal bed that is being marketed for cats. Since our breed is small and not distructive, this might work just as well for our shih tzu. (Especially for those with shorter haircuts.) This item is not expensive. (about $20) It has a piece of space blanket in side to deflect the body heat back towards the pet. You may find it in the kitty department or section of your catalog. Some of the kitty cuddler and “hutch” beds also work well for our little doggies and are less costly than dogbeds.





If you use the quart glass drinking water bottles, you might like to know that there’s new brand of milk now available at Safeway, Basha’s and other supermarkets that comes in a quart glass bottle.  This bottle is interchangeable with the ones we use for our dog water bottles. The stoppers seem to fit pretty well and even though these bottles are round they do fit and set well in the bottle holders. If you can use this milk you will get a bonus of “free” replacement bottles. The brand to look for is Dairyland all Jersey milk.





Speaking of beds did you know you can convert your summer cots to winter snugglers by adding a piece of fleece or sheepskin to top them? You can also have Peggy or BJ make you a furry cover or elasticized/convertible one for winter. If you need a new cot or just a cover made to your size or color specifications that is no problem either. Contact Peggy at � HYPERLINK "mailto:rplowe@webtv.net" ��rplowe@webtv.net� or BJ at � HYPERLINK "mailto:pgatours@extremesone.net" ��pgatours@extremesone.net� . These also make nice gifts for shih tzu owning friends. They can also be personalized with colors or appliqués of your choosing.


BJ is now also making one of a kind stained glass pieces. You can see samples and get prices from BJ. 















