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HI Everyone, 
Unfortunately not all puppies are born equal. Some puppies are bigger, stronger, and more "perfect" than others. Other puppies have even bigger obstacles to overcome than these minor differences. These puppies have their very survival threatened by serious and often fatal birth defects. Breeders don;' like to talk about or even admit to these things but they are a fact of life.  To be better understood and deal with the occasional blimps of Mother Nature, or environmentally induced problems, perhaps they should be discussed. 
 

This time we thought you'd like to hear Cookie's story. Cookie is a very special little girl. She was born with a birth defect
commonly called "harelip". People get "harelip" too. It looks like the nostril is open clear down through the "muzzle" into the lip. The lips don't close in a 
complete circle. Consequently these puppies have great difficulty nursing and would die if left to their own devices. In this issue
we are sharing some before and after photos of Cookie. Cookie's "official" name by the way is "Chinai's Fortunate Cookie".
Cookie was one of 3 littermates. She was born to a young mother who didn't receive any pre-natal supplements early on. Her mother was also living where the grass had been treated with chemicals when she became pregnant. Then she came home where the agricultural chemicals are used almost constantly nearby.
 

Some experts feel cleft palate and hare-lip are both caused by a shortage of folic acid in the mother during pregnancy. Harelip may or may not be associated 
with cleft palate. Shih tzu are listed as a breed prone to these type of defects in the veterinary texts. This may be because of the fact they are a "brachycephalic" breed. They have a short muzzle and face more like a human. Textbooks, doctors and other experts on cancer and birth defects also list pesticides as a cause of cleft palate, harelip and kidney defects specifically in animals. Whatever the cause these things do happen. It is a moral issue whether or not to save these puppies. Some breeders feel they should not save "unthrifty" puppies. Others feel they won't "make any money" on them and may lose money due to vet expenses. In addition to this considerable time and commitment must be made to saving them. Needless to say, not many of these puppies survive. Once the means of obtaining nourishment via the feeding tube is established, harelip is then just a cosmetic defect. 
 

Harelip or cleft palate doesn't affect the overall quality of the dog. In most cases hand raised puppies are substantially more outgoing than those raised conventionally. At least that has been my own personal experience.
 

Cleft palate is a more serious defect 
in which the roof of the mouth may be partially open and allows fluid to come back through the nose. This is not a fatal defect either if noted and worked with early. Many breeders fail to notice these things and the puppies simply fail to thrive and are considered "fading puppies" in many cases. The puppies may try to nurse or appear as they are nursing vigorously and "suddenly" expire. They actually get progressively weaker as they fail to get the needed nourishment. A veterinarian would find these defects but probably wouldn't give these puppies much hope. Some will suggest these puppies be "put down". Unless someone can be found with the time, skill and confidence to tube feed the puppies, they will die. The puppies must be kept going until they can eat and drink, I.e. survive on their own. No corrective surgery can be done before about 5-6 months anyway.
 

Curly Joe whose photo will also grace this issue had a cleft palate but no harelip. Both Cookie and Curly Joe survived due to being "tubefed". That means they were hand fed 
by means of a feeding tube. Both of them were raised on goats’ milk. Even the beautiful champion Chinai's Tangoroo was raised by hand and
received nourishment via a tube. I"in Tango's case, she had no defects, her mother (dam) simply lost all of her milk.  I used a canine "bitchs' milk replacement" for Tango. There are several brands available. I found out later these can cause
deposits of triglycerides in the eye tissue. The goat's milk is closer to mother dogs and doesn't have this "side effect". 
 

Anyway, getting back to Cookie. 
Cookie eagerly accepted her "tubie" whenever it was offered. She was held and loved each time she was fed for a few minutes afterwards. 
Jean and I would both hold her and tell her how much we loved her.
She was spoken to and handled lovingly everyday. (As was Curly Joe and all of these little blessings, of course.) 
 

By the time Cookie was 7 weeks old she was well able to drink water and eat on her own and the tube feeding was discontinued.
Cookie did very well drinking from a water bottle. Her appetite was very good. She was loving and affectionate and very smart.
She used the doggie door and was very clean about herself. She loved all the other doggies and they all loved her. She didn't see herself as different and neither did they?
Her mother cuddled and washed her and played with her, as did all the other puppies and the other adults.
 

When Cookie was 5 months old her owner sent Cookie with me to see Dr. Smith to see if her defect could be corrected. 
 

Dr. Smith said many people have harelip but many wear a moustache so we don't notice. I personally knew another shih Tzu breeder who had a harelip himself 
It had been repaired when he was very young but was still noticeable. That was a long time ago. With today's plastic surgery it is probably unnoticeable.
 

Dr Smith felt there was a protrusion in the front of Cookie's mouth. It seemed her upper palate was over developed and would continue to grow. Instead of doing plastic surgery to put Cookie's upper lip together, Dr Smith removed the protrusion in her upper palate. That included removing the teeth and their roots. The surgery was pretty intense and recovery was slow. But in just a couple of weeks Cookie was back to her normal active, playful and loving self. Cookie of course was spayed. Cookie was unfortunate enough to have also had an umbilical hernia in addition to her harelip. She and Curly Joe (who also had a hernia repair and neuter) both had all their surgeries all at once. Curly was running around the vet's office when I picked him up. His cleft palate had essentially closed on it's own. Dr. Olsen had slipped a stitch in there "just in case" she said. Both dogs were (still are) so sweet and darling that even before and after their surgeries people would come up and ask if we had any more like them. A shih Tzu doesn't have to be perfect or marked perfectly or be the perfect color to be the "perfect" shih Tzu for you. Some of the most imperfect ones are the most special ones. I can tell you that is a fact. Here, just look at Curly Joe and Cookie and see what you think. A champion is nice, a show dog is great, but a little one who really needs us and loves us so unconditionally is something beyond value.  
 

If this were a MasterCard commercial we would probably say:  
"Cosmetically defective" Puppy $250 surgery $250 unconditional love and affection for life:   PRICELESS!!!
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This is Curly Joe
He is owned and loved by Jim and Donna Wright.

 

 

 

A friend of mine, Joyce Guimbellot told me she was at a dog show in the south. She was watching as a groomer/handler prepared this pretty dog for the show ring. She said she did a double take as the person brought the comb out of the moustache and the lip was split in half. The dog had a harelip! When the hair was in place the dense thick hair covered the defect. It wasn't even noticeable. She wondered how many shih tzu might be that way. It wouldn't hurt anything as long as the dog wasn't bred. Then again this isn't conclusively considered a genetic defect. It is congenital. That means the dogs are born with it. It is not necessarily genetic as stated above. BUT if a dog displays a trait or defect, it would be prudent NOT to breed it in case there is any remote chance it could be passed on. (Possibly the tendency could be inherited or in case it could be remotely genetic, say a polygenetic trait of some type, then it would be inadvisable to take the chance of passing it along.) We do all we can as far as prevention. We avoid pesticides, give supplements to pregnant moms, including folic acid, and watch our genetics for possible connections. In spite of our diligent efforts these things can still happen. It can be humbling and upsetting. 
 

In the long run I have found these little special ones to be very special blessings. They teach us to slow down, appreciate what we have, not to judge, not to fell sorry for ourselves, to love life, to give love and happiness, most of all, to enjoy life!
 

This is Cookie before her surgery
[image: image2.jpg]


 

8 weeks old
[image: image3.jpg]



5 months old 
 

This is Cookie after her surgery
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The actual mechanics of tube feeding would be as follows:
 The milk is prepared to temperature. You might use a commercially prepared formula such as Esbiliac made by the Borden Company. I personally prefer to use goat's milk. 
(I use Meyenburg's fresh from the grocery store.) The formula can't be too hot or too cold as temperature is critical to the puppies’ survival.
Newborn puppies have no ability to regulate their own body temperature. They rely on their mother to keep them warm. The most common cause of puppy mortality is chilling.   The milk needs to be heated carefully not in a microwave as this could make it too hot. This would scald and damage the puppy. Temperature regulation is a critical issue. This is the case for about 3 weeks until they can self-regulate. (During this same period the puppies are also deaf. They can hear eventually. This happens at about 21 days. They are born blind and can open their eyes and see some at 8-14 days.) 
 

Puppies are completely defenseless. 
They are completely dependent on their dam and owners to give them adequate attention, proper care, nutrition, love and a nurturing environment.  
 

An interesting thing about the tube puppies. They soon learn that the tube is their source of nourishment and they eagerly seek it. In fact, they may suck it down like spaghetti or clamp it tight in their hungry little jaws. The tube must be the right size, clean, and inserted properly. If the puppy gets any fluid down the "wrong way", they can aspirate it into their lungs. Then they would die of aspiration pneumonia. It cam be nerve wracking to tube feed a puppy. But it must be done to save them or they will die anyway. The tube is flexible and has a small opening for the milk to dispense slowly. The tube is measured and marked before starting. It is marked so the feeder knows where the end of the rib cage is. That is where the stomach is located. This limits the possibility of "missing" the mark. If the puppy cries or eagerly kneads it feet to "nurse" the tube, that is a good sign. It usually means that the tube is inserted properly and feeding can begin. A tiny drop might be dispensed first to be sure the puppy doesn't react badly. Sometimes the puppy has a strong gag mechanism and that can scare you. Sometimes a tube must be removed and reinserted a couple of times before beginning a feeding just to be sure.
 

 It is scary to tube feed a puppy. 
Their life is in your hands. It can be immensely satisfying to save a wonderful little being to bless others with their sunshine and love. 
 

This sort of defect can be considered "cosmetic". 
That is once the initial feeding problem is solved and the puppy can make it on it's own. Harelip can be "fixed" with "plastic" surgery. 
The lip doesn't necessarily have to be "fixed" as long as the puppy has no problem with eating and drinking normally, this can be a personal preference. One such puppy, named "Rags” was never repaired but he was so loved, that when he died, the owners called and asked us to let them know if we ever had another one like him. Another loving shih tzu owner told us her little "Gai Gai" was her favorite of all of her 5 little guys. He was "special". He had a harelip too, but the vet was unable to ever fix it correctly.
 

Finding a veterinarian willing and able to help with this might take a little doing*. Once you do and the little one is able to "look" and function normally, they are on their way to a wonderful normal long and healthy life. 
 

This defect by itself does not change anything else about the puppy. 
He or she will be the same puppy he would have been without the cosmetic defect. It doesn't affect their general health or life expectancy in any way. 
*Sometimes they might bark with a little lisp but it's hard for us humans to tell. 
 

On the lighter side
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This is Pam and She Ra!! 
 

Other Shizzie things of interest
 If you would like a life sized ceramic Shih Tzu companion to grace your home. (It's one you don't have to groom!!) Please contact Chris for order information. These come in matte or gloss glaze. Two poses available are laying down or sitting. They come in brown and white and black and white and for an additional fee they can be painted to your specifications. Now available from the same manufacturer is a Labrador puppy, Dalmatian puppy, laying sharpei or chow. FYI:  The price for one of these dogs is $95 plus shipping.

They are packaged in foam insulation that dries to their exact proportions and cushions them very well for travel to prevent breakage. They are heavy and S& H comes to about $25 additional. 

 

This is the exact same piece in two different finishes as an example. The one on the left is gloss and the right is matte.
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Dog cots now available, complete cots or separate covers made for existing cots. These are for your shih tzu's enjoyment. They are great for relaxing, playing or sleeping; They are made of lovely upholstery fabrics and/or sunbrella cloth. They are made by Dog Day Designs, Please contact BJ at sgatour@extremezone.com with your order.  BJ is now taking orders for 
Shih Tzu cut glass sun catchers. You can custom order them by sending your favorite photo to BJ.  (Great gifts.) For more information contact BJ. In the next issues we will have some photos of these items. 
 

Shih Tzu sleeping pads, custom beds, Christmas tree skirts, grooming table covers, water bottle stands, shih tzu anything (practically) contact Peggy at rplowe@WebTV.net 
 

* Special thanks to Dr Lot Smith at Anderson Animal Clinic in Mesa, AZ. He did a wonderful job of improving Cookie's appearance by minimizing her defect. 
 

Your mission; should you decide to accept it folks is; be the best Shih Tzu person you can be. 
 

You know the expression; "If I were only half the person my dogs thinks I am? ?  Well, don't disappoint those puppies!!
 Happy Fall,  y' all
 

Chris Jones
chinai@eaznet.com
www.chinaishihtzu.com

