The September October Shizzie News 

© Chris Jones 2006

Summer is still on us in the most parts of the USA so keeping cool and keeping our fuzzy friends cool and comfortable is still a concern. No car rides or walks during the day to avoid heat stroke and dehydration. Be ware of burning hot pavement to protect sensitive foot pads on our little shizzy buddies. Cool places or cool pads for fuzzies to lie are still a must.. Avoiding flea or tick prone areas is crucial to your pet’s good health. That means even forgoing the doggy park. (Dr. Soltero told one of the clients, I quote, “The dog park keeps me in business.”) A word to the wise should be sufficient.

 Hot dusty or windy areas are bad for short little faces especially those close to the ground with big round eyes, Those Valley Fever spores also lurk in the dirt and blowing dust so it’s essential to avoid these conditions whenever possible, too. We’re still in the summer protection mode: Cool tile floors, cool fresh water, fresh cool pads, summer haircuts, eating less, etc. 

October will bring some cool weather and then we’ll all be enjoying more shih tzu (and people) friendly weather! 
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[image: image5.wmf][image: image6.wmf][image: image7.wmf][image: image8.wmf]For some help with fleas around the house and yard try some 20 Mule Team Boraxo.  You can sprinkle it in carpet and around the yard. Dogs don’t seem interested in it but always watch yours to see how they might react. This is a borate and works as a desiccant. It dries up pests; it doesn’t kill them right off.  It might take a little while before you see it’s effectiveness. You can also try it mixed in equal parts with sugar and yeast to get rid of ants. This is preferable to using ant baits and other possibly dangerous chemicals. For an insecticide for your plants; a 1:1 detergent to water mixture will usually do the trick. (Some folks add beer to this mixture as well.) A safe alternative to getting rid of those pesky snails – try a shallow saucer of beer. Placed in the right spot this really is very effective!!
I just learned this and thought you might be interested. Pesticides and herbicides have to “LD” o “low dose” rating. This is a safety standard of sorts. I say of sorts because it only rates the oral ingestion of the product’s toxicity. The actual inhalation or absorption ratings, safety levels or risks may be considerably higher or lower. Look for lowest ratings like 10,000 for bacterial soap as opposed to 163 which is what Duraspan was before banned by the FDA. I know some chemicals are less expensive and seem to work better than the lower LD variety. Homemade safer versions may take longer to work or not be as effective but remember the price you pay may be far greater than what you pay at the check out counter. As mentioned in previous newsletters some of these yard products have been definitively linked to lymphoma and other cancers in pets. We as humans aren’t much higher up the “food chain” than our pets. If you protect their health, you will be preserving your own and your grandchildren’s and neighbor’s health as well. 

We’re going to talk about toe nail care this time. 
Dewclaws

Dewclaws are like thumbs on the human hand. Dewclaws are not located at the end of the foot or on the toe pad like the other nails and toes. They are slightly higher up on the leg of the dog rather than on the actual foot.  Most dogs have front dewclaws and some also have hind leg dewclaws. The 

Chinese are said to have believed that dogs with four dewclaws were “lucky” dogs. The Great Pyrenees is one breed required by the standard of the breed, to have all four of their dewclaws. 

What are dewclaws used for? Perhaps at one time dogs used these vestigial claws for holding prey or treading in snow. Today the dewclaw is no longer necessary and may even be detrimental. 

The dewclaw can cause problems if left unnoticed or neglected for a long period of time. They can grow into a long round claw which can then turn back into the leg and cause pain, inflammation or infection. Left long enough for infection and discomfort to hurt the dog, he may limp and/or walk back off of his foot pads onto his pasterns. This would be similar to using a wrist or ankle rather than a foot or hand. This could eventually cause bone, foot and gait problems. 

A dewclaw being on the leg rather than the foot makes it easier for it to snag in carpets or fabrics and caused injuries. A broken or damaged dewclaw toe is rather common. Another way the dewclaw can cause problems is if a dog paws at it’s head or face. These claws are located inside the forelegs and they may inadvertently scratch the eye. 

Dewclaws are usually removed in the first 4 days of a puppy’s life. During that time they are smaller and relatively painless to remove. This is also the time the blood clotting mechanisms are forming. A vet might remove them with scissors or a hemostat. A trained breeder might also do this at home with sterile tools. There should be no little to no bleeding and no suturing should be necessary if done properly.  A little Kwik Stop on a Q tip usually is all that is ever necessary. Some people have had their dog’s adult dewclaws removed, however this is considered a major surgical procedure and the cost of doing this might be close to $200. Besides being painful and unnecessary, this may pose a risk to the dog’s health as this area may be hard to keep clean. Also, dog who is a “bleeder” can be very high risk for this type of surgery. 

If your dog has a very tiny dewclaw, a sliver of a nail or just a vestigial toe, there is nothing to be concerned about.  Sometimes a dewclaw is inadvertently partially removed or it may grow back partially. If there is a dewclaw that has grown back, or a partial dewclaw, this is all right as long as you or the groomer is aware of it and clips it regularly.

When cutting or trimming nails back sometimes there is excessive bleeding or prolonged bleeding, be sure to have some Cloticol, (liquid clotting agent)  Kwik Stop (powered coagulant) or a styptic pencil handy to staunch the flow of blood. A little pressure on the site of bleeding might also be necessary. 

These products can also be used if you happen to accidentally “quick” your dog. (Cut the nails too close to the quick.) Don’t forget, you shouldn’t hear nails click on the floor or they’re too long. 

If you are worried about cutting the nails too short have someone with experience teach you how to do it or hire a vet tech or groomer to do nails for your best buddy. Black nails scare most people but you can always just “tip” them if you’re unsure where to cut. Usually if you feel under the nail you can feel a place where the nail tip dips or thins. This is the tip and it’s safe to remove it. With a pink nail the tips are white and easy to see. Its best to prepare your puppy from the time you first get him or her to have their feet lifted and toes worked on. When the puppy is tired hold him on his back and pet him tenderly. Gently separate his toes and feel his nails. Start trimming them early and just tipping them. He will soon learn this is a pleasant experience. Always speak to him kindly and reassure him if he becomes nervous. Only spend a few minutes doing this the first few times until he is completely relaxed about the process. 

[image: image9.wmf] This would be the perfect time to begin working on those little feet and nails!

I received this evaluation of dog foods from a friend. I thought perhaps it might be of interest to some of you. 

Hi Everyone, 

I received permission to cross post this information from another group. It was posted by a veterinarian. She asked that I state that she hasn't analyzed it to determine how valid it is, but thinks it's a good tool for evaluating foods you might be considering feeding. 

How to grade your dog's food: Start with a grade of 100: 


1) For every listing of "by-product", subtract 10 points

2) For every non-specific animal source ("meat" or "poultry", meat, meal
or fat) reference, subtract 10 points 


3) If the food contains BHA, BHT, or ethoxyquin, subtract 10 points

4) For every grain "mill run" or non-specific grain source, subtract 5 points

5) If the same grain ingredient is used 2 or more times in the first
five ingredients (I.e. "ground brown rice", "brewers rice", "rice
flour" are all the same grain), subtract 5 points 


6) If the protein sources are not meat meal and there are less than 2
meats in the top 3 ingredients, subtract 3 points 


7) If it contains any artificial colorants, subtract 3 points 


8) If it contains ground corn or whole grain corn, subtract 3points 


9) If corn is listed in the top 5 ingredients, subtract 2 more points 


10) If the food contains any animal fat other than fish oil, subtract 2
points 


11) If lamb is the only animal protein source (unless your dog is
allergic to other protein sources), subtract 2 points 


12) If it contains soy or soybeans, subtract 2 points

13) If it contains wheat (unless you know that your dog is not allergic
to wheat), subtract 2 points 


14) If it contains beef (unless you know that your dog is not allergic
to beef), subtract 1 point

15) If it contains salt, subtract 1 point

Extra Credit:
1) If any of the meat sources are organic, add 5 points 


2) If the food is endorsed by any major breed group or nutritionist, add
5 points 


3) If the food is baked not extruded, add 5 points

4) If the food contains probiotics, add 3 points

5) If the food contains fruit, add 3 points

6) If the food contains vegetables (NOT corn or other grains), add 3 points

7) If the animal sources are hormone-free and antibiotic-free, add 2 points

8) If the food contains barley, add 2 points

9) If the food contains flax seed oil (not just the seeds), add 2 points

10) If the food contains oats or oatmeal, add 1 point

11) If the food contains sunflower oil, add 1 point

12) For every different specific animal protein source (other than the
first one; count "chicken" and "chicken meal" as only one protein
source, but "chicken" and "" as 2 different sources), add 1 point

13) If it contains glucosamine and chondroitin, add 1 point

14) If the vegetables have been tested for pesticides and are
pesticide-free, add 1 point 

Score:
94-100+ = A 86-93 = B 78-85 = C 70-77 = D 69 = F 


Here are some foods that have already been scored. 

Dog Food scores:
Authority Harvest Baked / Score 116 A+
Bil-Jac Select / Score 68 F
Canidae / Score 112 A+
Chicken Soup Senior / Score 115 A+
Diamond Maintenance / Score 64 F
Diamond Lamb Meal & Rice / Score 92 B
Diamond Large Breed 60+ Formula / Score 99 A
Dick Van Patten's Natural Balance Ultra Premium / Score 122 A+
Dick Van Patten's Duck and Potato / Score 106 A+
Foundations / Score 106 A+
Hund-n-Flocken Adult Dog (lamb) by Solid Gold / Score 93 D
Iams Lamb Meal & Rice Formula Premium / Score 73 D
Innova Dog / Score 114 A+
Innova Evo / Score 114 A+
Kirkland Signature Chicken, Rice, and Vegetables / Score 110 A+
Nutrisource Lamb and Rice / Score 87 B
Nutro Natural Choice Large Breed Puppy / Score 87 B
Pet Gold Adult with Lamb & Rice / Score 23 F
ProPlan Natural Turkey & Barley / Score 103 A+
Purina Benful / Score 17 F
Purina Dog / Score 62 F
Purina Come-n-Get It / Score 16 F
Royal Canin Bulldog / Score 100 A+
Royal Canin Natural Blend Adult / Score 106 A+
Sensible Choice Chicken and Rice / Score 97 A
Science Diet Advanced Protein Senior 7+ / Score 63 F 

Science Diet for Large Breed Puppies / Score 69 F
Wellness Super5 Mix Chicken / Score 110 A+
Wolfking Adult Dog (bison) by Solid Gold / Score 97 A

If you’re using any of these foods you can get a pretty good idea of how it was rated and why. I’m still suing Eagle Pac Holistic Select lamb millet and rice. Some of you may be using other foods not on this list. In that case I’d refer you to “The Whole Dog Journal” or Linda Arndt’s page www.greatdanelady.com Linda is a canine nutritionist. 

I hope you have found some information of value is this issue. If you have anything to submit or contribute, please feel free to contact me. 

Chris Jones chris@chinaishihtzu.com 
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