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[image: image8.wmf]I would like to dedicate this newsletter to Gwen and all she has done.

 From all those she has inspired and blessed with her shih tzu.

Therapy Dogs 

Therapy dogs are wonderful in concept and in action! Shih Tzu generally make good therapy dogs because of their wonderful people pleasing and loving temperaments.  There are several therapy dog associations. One I’d like to tell you about is Therapy Dogs Incorporated. They are located in Cheyenne, Wyoming. Their website is www.therapydogs.com. They have a lovely magazine full of colorful and heart warming photos and stories. The organization does require each participant be trained and certified. Each participant must also receive required vaccinations and carry insurance. The dogs must also be approved, trained and up on current vaccinations. New applicants for the therapy dog program are asked to observe a handler and dog team before going for their Therapy Dogs, Inc. test. Therapy Dogs Inc.  registers these dog and handler teams. 

This organization was founded in 1990 and has over 7,000 members now. The general requirements for your dog would be: he or she must be over 1 year of age, , healthy , must be well mannered and enjoy human contact. If you would like to call for more information or if you might possibly consider joining this organization please call 1-307-432-0272. Our dear friend Gwen has been doing therapy dogs with her three Shih Tzu, Mikey, Suzie and Bear for about 8 years now. Although Gwen keeps all 3 of her doggies all in full show coat that is not a requirement. Since many people will be petting them you might actually prefer your therapy dog to be clipped. There’s nothing like a beautiful show coat but since many of the people will not know the breed or how to stroke a show coat properly, a pet clip is perfectly acceptable for therapy dogs. Gwen regularly visits a number of hospitals and facilities where she rotates her dogs. You might choose to just select one facility if you would rather do that. Gwen has gone on to become a trainer herself and Mikey has been a trainer/role model as well. Mikey’s favorite working buddy is Louie, a Bouvier. They have worked together for man years now. This is what Gwen says about her therapy group. “Our local club is Southwest Canine Club of Volunteers.  We have a committee that screens applicants to see if the dog will sit, down, stay, etc, walk on a leash and not be dog aggressive.  Then they go through a 2 hour seminar on rules, dress, etc.  Then we have a series of make-believe situations like people in a wheelchair, walkers, and people yelling at the dog or trying to rough it up.  Does the handler react appropriately?  Do they say the right things to patients, etc.?  Then they must go to three nursing homes with one of our trainers (I do Laurel View Nursing Home) and two or three hospitals.  This way we can remind them of what to do in real situations.  Then they graduate.   Our big lecture is always protect your dog.  Never let people mistreat or scare them and it can happen if you don't watch it.”
Many of our Shih Tzu clients do therapy visits. Linda takes Beamer and Xiana to the Alzheimer center and she says they are always anxious to get in to work and visit when they get there. This is a very meaningful and worthwhile venture that can bless many lives. It can strengthen the bond and trust between you and your dog as well. I would encourage you to look into the possibility of doing therapy dog visits if you have ever had any interest in this area.  Several other clients have also done therapy dog visits on their own over the years and I think they would all agree that it was a wonderful and rewarding experience for all. 

Another well established dog therapy organization would be the Delta Society. Find and enjoy their website at: www.deltasociety.org. They have done many wonderful things over the years. 
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Medicating your dog

Medicating your dog doesn’t have to be a chore. To get a pill down your dog simply disguise it in a ½ tsp. or less of peanut butter or even better try my no fail secret - braunsweiger. (Liverwurst!) No self-respecting canine can resist either of these tempting treats. I guarantee any shih tzu will happily consume any pill to get these treats. If your dog is really ill he may have totally lost his or her appetitive. If this happens and he is reluctant to take these treat concealed pills then make sure to watch that your dog swallows them. Make sure the pills don’t fall out and get stuck in the beard or fall onto the floor. If your dog simply will not take a thing (and you have already been to the vet) then you may have to push a pill down into the back of the mouth beside the back molar and down into his throat. You might even have to hold his muzzle closed and stroke his throat some to get him to swallow. You might ask you vet if the medication is one that comes in liquid form as many do. 
If a liquid is the thing your dog must take then simply make a “funnel” of the dog’s loose upper lip and slowly pour into that “pocket” formed between the lips and teeth, hold the dog’s head slightly back and let the liquid slide between their teeth into their throat. No need to pry the jaws open folks just let the liquid run between the teeth, gravity will do the rest. A liquid administered in this way will slowly be released into the back of the mouth along the back molars into the throat. 
You can purchase a child’s medication dispenser from the pharmacy at Walgreen’s or Wal-Mart, etc, to help with the liquids if you prefer. They are made of plastic with a bulb. You might also have or buy an oral syringe which is also handy for this purpose.
* * * * * * * * *
A new nail trimming and clipping device is now available. Its’ called Smart Trim. It’s a clipper with an electric file and collection tray to catch clippings.  It uses AAA batteries. Care a Lot has it. (www.carealotpets.com) See their new spring catalog page 48. I haven’t personally tried it yet, so if you do, please let us know how you like it. Nail trimming is often over looked by pet owners. Please train your dog early to enjoy if not at least tolerate nail and foot inspection and care. Just this week I groomed a little doggie that not only had seriously overgrown dewclaws but one hind one had been broken and separated from her foot and only dangling there. This must have been very painful for the dog at the time and nothing could be done for her now. (I believe that dewclaws should be removed at birth.) If you hear nails click on the floor then they are too long. Learn to clip nails even with the footpads so they don’t touch the floor. Your dog should always walk on the pads of his feet. The pads should be unobstructed by hair. Hair should be removed between pads as this can attract stickers and mats between the toes and / or pad. A dog that doesn’t walk properly on his pads may actually develop poor leg bone conformation and posture due to walking back on his pasterns. That makes this especially important to developing puppies. Please folks don’t neglect those nails. 

* * * * * * * * *

Speaking of new catalogs, the new In the Company of Dogs catalog is out now, too. www.inthecompanyofdogs.com 

Recently I was introduced to some new (to me) wonderful grooming products made by a company called Les Poochs. The ingredients are all the finest available. The lavender is the best known to be available from the fields of France. Chamomile and aloe vera are also in the products. They smell divine and leave your pet’s coat like silk. Crème rinse may be used as grooming spray (which I personally love!) The company also has ear cleaner and several hypoallergenic products. They have an innovative brush and scissors that would be hard to imagine. I recommend you check out their web page and try some of these delightful products. Thanks Willene and Ruth for telling me about them. See www.lespoochs.com 

Pet Strollers are now the rage. Wouldn’t you love to take your little dust mop with feet out for a stroll and not have him all hot and dirty in no time at all? This could be the answer! Besides you wouldn’t have to carry him or her home when they just get too tired or too hot either . . .

Here’s our model Tedd E Dials demonstrating how much fun a doggie stroller can be!
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 Go Tedd E!
There are several dog shows coming up this month. You can check out show dates at the superintendents’ pages www.onofrio.com or www.infodog.com.

Anyone interest, the only one I’m planning on for now is Lost Dutchman, which will be March 11 and 12th in Queen Creek. I will have the ring time and number after closing date if any of you would like to email about that information. 

Happy Spring to all [image: image2.jpg]
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  Bailey Berry      [image: image4.jpg]
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