The Summer Shih Tzu Newsletter is here!  
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Summer plans often include traveling or camping. If you take your pet traveling or camping be sure they are not left unattended or “off lead” in unfamiliar surroundings. Pets in unfamiliar surrounding may easily get disconcerted or confused and may bolt from fear. They can become disoriented very quickly. Longhaired pets can get caught in brambles and may injure themselves or their eyes. A lost pet is a very stressful situation for you and your pet. Remember to protect your pet by having a properly fitting collar with easy to read tags, or better yet consider having a tattoo or a microchip I. D. on him/her. (Having both a collar and chip or any combo couldn’t hurt!)

Let’s talk about that for a bit. You can purchase tags for collars in most dog/pet mail order catalogs. Here is another place or two to consider that specialize in pet tags: Love Tags, available in many shapes and either brass or plastic. (Red, white or blue) Check out their website at www.love-tags.com another place is Safe T Pet, their site is: www.frrinc.com their phone number is 1-800-282-3366.

If anyone lives near enough to borrow my tattoo machine, they are welcome to do so. It is battery operated and fairly easy to use. It comes in a travel case and is easily portable. 

I will loan it to my own clients if they would like to use it. Of they prefer they might ask their vet to use it for them. (You may need to purchase new ink.) It would be available for a week or month, as you need it. Just let me know. You can purchase one for less than $200 or find a breed club that puts on a tattoo clinic. Often the Golden Retriever clubs do tattoo clinics for fundraisers. They usually charge about $25 per dog. You may also be able to take your dog to a microchip booth at a dog show and have him chipped for $30-45 at the dog show.

As far as microchips, there are two main companies. There is Home Again and Avid. I personally use the Avid Friendchip. The company was founded and run by a vet. I really have no experience with Home Again. If you do or know of anyone who would like to contribute something about that company, please let me know and I will publish it next newsletter or upon receipt. I’m sure they would have a website and perhaps Avid does as well.


The way the microchip work is this; Avid registers all my chip numbers to me when I buy a breeder kit or the breeder who buys those chips. Anyone who buys a dog from me that is chipped knows the dog has a chip and has that dog’s individual chip number. (Usually done at 6 months) These chips are about the size of a grain of rice. The chip is scanned with a “reader” and the led read out displays the dogs v-chip number. Avid provides a collar tag with their phone number and now with the newer ones, the chip number corresponds to a tag number. 

For additional safety, the owner is asked to individually register their puppy/dog to themselves with PET trac. The company says this could be important if time is critical because then the (new) owner will be called first and immediately. If the registry isn’t changed I would be contacted first. I don’t mind at all but if I was unavailable it could make a difference in the outcome of locating a pet and it might effect the time it took.

Here is PETtracs phone number 909-371-7505. They are a part of Avid. 

Avid’s 800# is: 800-336-AVID. You can also fax them at 909-737-8967 or email at Pettrac@aol.com for more information. The fee for this pet finder service and registry is a one time $15 per pet or a multiple registry is available for up to 8 pets for $40. This is good for the lifetime of your pet(s).
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Another thing about traveling with pets: 

Containment: At a stop or camp site or even visiting a friend, you may wish to bring an “exercise pen”. This will keep your pet in a small area where you can provide a safe exercise and potty area. You can bring flooring such as grass indoor-outdoor carpet or a dog mat made expressly for this purpose. Newspaper, preferable white unprinted also works well for this. You can find these “Ex pens” as they are commonly called in supply catalogs and at pet suppliers nationwide. You will want an 8 section (standard) 30” tall pen. This will give you 16 feet as each section is 2’ wide. Then you link the ends together with clip bolts. You can fasten your water bottles on them and change the shape of them to conform to a small area. Be sure they are sturdy and supported so they will not collapse on your dog. These pens fold flat for easy storage and traveling.


Containment. This is very important to the safety of your pet. Using a durable high impact plastic crate (like deluxe Vari-kennel) or heavy gauge wire (like Central Metal or Precision brand) traveling crate are essential to your dog’s traveling safety. Your dog is less likely to become stressed during traveling or visiting with a crate. Your dog will feel safer and it appeals to his “den” instinct. We keep crates with doors removed around for the dogs to nap and play in. They do enjoy them. There are many colors, styles and sizes to choose from.

This is a true story as told to me by a friend in California. My friend was coming home from a fun day at agility trials. (A sort of mazes and obstacle courses for dogs) Her dog had done well so as a reward she allowed her to be loose in the car driving home. Unfortunately my friend was sideswiped on the freeway and her car spun off the road. When the car stopped my friend realized she had been “out” for a minute or two. She looked around to see her back window had shattered and fallen out due to the impact and her dog was gone. Apparently the dog had been hurled out and now my friend could see her little shih tzu walking down the other side of the freeway!! My friend watched helplessly in horror not knowing what she would be able to do with the heavy fast moving traffic between them. A good Samaritan stopped and picked up her dog but meanwhile she had no idea who that was getting the dog into their car across the 6 lanes of traffic. Later that day she was reunited with her dog when the good Samaritan found her at the local emergency room. That story at least has a happy ending. 

I also recall a vivid visual impression imprinted on my mind when I saw a plane crash on the runway on a bad landing at Portland, Oregon airport. The only survivor was a Labrador retriever who was protected somewhat from the impact. The crate burst as it hit the ground. It opened and the dog walked out, stunned but alive.

Another lady called me from California; she had left her car running as she ran into a Circle K. She had left the air conditioning on for her little Shih Tzu. When she came out of the store, her car had been stolen right there from the front door of the store. The car was later found but her little shih tzu who had been on the front seat was never found. Having a crate might not have mattered in this case. The thief might have set it out on the ground or perhaps the dog might have been in the car still in its crate but we can only guess. (Carrying a second set of keys and locking the car or leaving the doggie at home were also options in this case.) 

There are some car seats available for dogs. A very neat new one is available in the Foster and Smith catalog. Said to be a car seat, suitcase and bed for your pet all in one. It is soft sided so wouldn’t be much protection in case of an accident but would still provide safe confinement and keep your dog from becoming air born and hurt if hurled due to an accident or on impact. It’s item number MB-12532 and retails for $69.99. To view these items see (www.FosterSmith.com or call 1-800-826-7206 for more information or to request a catalog. 
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Common problems when traveling are changes in water or stress diahhrea. To avoid these problems bring your own bottled water or buy it at a grocer. 

Bring some Rescue Remedy and either put a few drops in your pets water or give 2-4 drops under his tongue as needed for stress. (Try some yourself if you feel tense.) 

If your pet gets car sick you can use a child’s dose of Bonamine or Dramamine. 
Some people avoid feeding their pet just prior to traveling to help with a queasy stomach too.

If your dog gets diahhrea in spite of your good intentions try these simple non-toxic solutions. A piece or two of cheddar cheese is binding. Cottage cheese or yogurt helps and plain white rice is also an effective anit-diahhreal. Surprisingly plain canned pumpkin works very well. You will be surprised but your dog will actually like it too! You can try apple pectin (available in health food stores) for simple diahhrea. In a pinch look in your own medicine chest for a Pepto Bismol tablet and hide it in a chunk of cheese or use an Imodium tablet if you have that instead. These products are considered safe by veterinarians for use in pets.

If your pet gets “dirty diapers” on the trip have some “Wet Ones”, baby wipes, or other pop up wipes to clean him up. You can also take a spray bottle of waterless shampoo. One good brand would be Self-Rinse plus. Spray and then blot with a paper towel until your dog is clean. You can also use cornstarch in a pinch. Brush through hair to absorb dirt and odor.

It is advisable to avoid common pet rest stops. Many dog viruses are spread at these popular “community” places. It is best to avoid dog parks and pet walking areas whenever possible. Don’t allow your dog to sniff after other dogs. Kennel cough, some soil worms and parasites as well as viruses can be shed and spread in this manner. One veterinarian warned clients about a rest stop where parvo was known to infect many dogs that were walked there in the contaminated pet area. Another vet stated the dog park in his area “kept him in business”. As they say a word to the wise should be sufficient.
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Dog can still have fun, play time, exercise, interactive toys and one on one to be stimulated and healthy without going on walks or to dog parks. You can even fashion a play ground in your own yard for your dog or find toys that require him to work for his treats out of them. Boredom isn’t good for your dog. Toy dogs are bred to be companions for people. They are extremely sociable and really shouldn’t be left alone for very long periods of time. They will be healthier and livelonger with companionship. Another pet friend or perhaps a retiree might enjoy your pet and help keep your dog company when you are not available. Your pet would enjoy the extra TLC too!

Whole Dog Journal is coming out with their annual dog food-rating guide. They are now also naming a black list of dog foods. To read this and learn a lot about your pet and pet products, you might like to consider this publication. You can find them at: www.whole-dog-journal.com/ 
For natural, over the counter and prescription pet drugs try Thomas Veterinary Drug at www.thomasvetdrug.com You can find Emu oil and some other hard to find products in this catalog. “Bach Flower Remedies for Animals” is a book of interest offered by this source.

In our last issue regarding cophography (stool eating) BJ recommends using a product called Forbid. She said it does work. You can find it in some of the pet catalogs. She also said the breeder of her Lhasa apso recommends using Chinese vegetables as part of the diet. Since our dog breeds are closely related we might like to try those as well. 

Some of you might enjoy the book by William Cusick regarding food choices for your breed of dog, “Canine Nutrition; Choosing the Right Food for your Dog”. His theory is we should feed the dogs and they thrive best if fed the type of diet from their country or region of origin. For example the Shelties would be fed foods common to the British Aisles. Our Tibetan breeds would be fed primarily Chinese types of foods. This would include fish, rice, Chinese vegetable, etc. (He did say no potatoes and mine do love their potatoes!)

I’d like to recommend an interesting website with many interesting articles. It’s The Dog Place. www.thedogplace.com 

Free dog or cat food samples of Flint River Ranch dog food are available at: 1-800-282-3366. Lamb/millet and rice or chicken formula is available. You can also purchase peanut butter dog biscuits and Nylabone bones and treats from this source. When you are ready to place your order, please use my distributor number to have your order shipped to your door C2 P8. The site is www.frrfood.com 

Last newsletter we mentioned Spot’s Stew for dogs. This product is by Halo, Purely for Pets. See their site at www.halopets.com Halo has a wonderful coat supplement called Dream Coat and other products of possible interest. Call 1-800-426-4256 and ask for their free care booklet. (They also make Spot’s Stew for cats.)

We’re hoping you and all your fuzzy fiends will have a wonderful, safe and healthy summer!
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Emmy Lou and her litter sister (Amy)

*This newsletter represents strictly my own opinions. A few are also those shared by my friends and clients. If you don’t like, hey please them don’t read them, ignore them or just close your eyes and enjoy the pictures! (Aren’t disclaimers crazy?!!) Chris Jones

Reader inputs always welcome; share your favorite stories, photos, etc.  © Chris Jones 2004

