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  Xiana Sorenson   

Spring is just around the corner. It’s not to late to add some oil or coat supplements to your dog’s food to help prevent skin dryness and flaking. This may aid in growing a luxurious coat as well. You might choose a ready  made formula like Mirra Coat, which comes in oil and powder. “In” (by Innovators) is a little cube that the doggies think is a treat or you might prefer to use a capsule like Derma Caps. You could also use a 200 I.U vitamin E capsule, or a bit of corn oil or a ready made oil blend like Dream Coat by Halo.   A few drops at first and gradually build up to a half of a teaspoon a day. Other supplements also have skin and coat enhancing additives.  Missing Link is a good one for example and another might be kelp by Solid Gold. Be sure to use as directed. The owner of Solid Gold recommended to me that we put the kelp (just a pinch) in the bottom of the bowl* with a tablesppon or so of reverse osmosis water, then stir before adding food. I told her that Shih Tzu often had trouble with crystals and stones and she suggested using cranberry juice instead of water. As far as bowls go, I have noticed that shih tzu prefer a very shallow flat bowl or even a saucer or plate. They would prefer to eat off of a sheet of paper of even the tile floor if you let them. I have put some kibble and food into their cots for a test and they ate it and ignored their dinner in their bowls! Shih tzu having such a short muzzle, they apparently don’t like to put their nose and eyes into a dish when eating. Let’s keep the little guys happy folks. You might consider a snood to keep their hair back when eating. You can make a snood yourself by cutting off a 6 inch piece of panty hose and pulling it over their face, back towards the ears. This will hold the ears and face hair back while they eat. Just cut off both end and use the middle piece and remove after dinner. (Tie the rest of the pany hose up in tight knots for a play toy or tie it tightly around another toy.)   
Have you ever had  a trash burgular? I have had two so far. If you have a doggie who is fascinated by trash bins and topples them over at every opportunity, what can you do? The answer is one of those step on, pedal opener cans with a lid. They are relatively inexpensive and usually come in stainless steel. They come in various sizes and are available at most retailers.   (About $20)
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I’ve been hearing good things about a new food called Chicken Soup for The Pet Lover’s Soul. You can find out more about it by getting a copy of the whole dog journal rating issues or by checking this address;  www.chickensoupforthe petloverssoul.com   (You may have to copy/paste to your browser address bar.) It’s made by Diamond Pet Foods.   
Here’s their phone:  800- 442-0402 to find a retailer near you. 

Goobers Pet Supply in Mesa, AZ is a good place to find most of your dog foods. Their phone number is 480-668-4994. Goobers recently moved over by Alma School and Broadway. They are now 1 street west on Mulberry. They are at the end of the block 220 S. Mulberry. They do have Chicken Soup For the Pet Lover’s Soul and a full line of Solid Gold products, Canidae, Wellness, California Natural, all manner of supplements, toys, chewies and other dog related items of interest

. 
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If anyone would like one of my 2005 shih tzu lover’s calendars I will send them to you for my cost or email them to you. I have the vertical version entirely in a microsoft format now. 

How would you like your personal checks to have your own dog’s photo on them? Maybe you’s rather just have a generic shih tzu or other breed? Go to www.kbnc.com/personalcheck.com  and see what they have to offer. There is a one time setup fee to put your own dog’s photo on the check.

Looking for any used dog equipment? Go to yahoo dog groups and find almost anything you need! You can also buy and sell k-9 crafts items there as well.

Speaking of crafts, this gal has so much neat stuff. Barbara can put your dog’s photo on almost anything. She has ceramic tiles, clocks, mugs, coasters,  shirts, tile top tables, ornaments. Check out her site or email www.sunshineproducts.us or email  barbara@sunshineprducts.us  for more information.
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 Sometimes something happens with your doggies and you don’t know what to think.
I knew a couple in Austin who had one of my doggies who had a seizure. Dr Kelly checked the little doggie and couldn't find anything. When I called him he told me to go over there and see if there was anything in the environment that could have precipitated it. I soon noticed the little guy would go under the salt water aquarium and lick one of the bags. I called Dr. Kelly and he said that sodium nitrate (I think that was it) could indeed produce a seizure and to get it up off the floor. The couple closed the aquarium in so the dogs (they had 2 but one never went under there) couldn't get under there any more. The little guy lived to be nearly 16 and never had any more seizures.
I heard disturbing story a month or so ago from a friend. Some people who bought a dog from her thought their shih tzu  had “siezures”. The dogs were put on medication for years to control these “siezures”. The reality was that these dogs only had the typical “shih tzu reverse sneeze”. Most of you are probably aware of it, but in case you aren’t it, here is what happens; The doggie sniffs something or gets a drink. Suddenly they suck their nostril shut as a result of a quick breath, or dust or pollen or a drop of water. They often act like they are choking or they may even get scared and slide to the floor. They may snort loudly and act very frightened. The novice owner gets frightened too and thinks the dog  might die. It is usually only a “reverse sneeze”. The nostrils are stuck shut. It’s like a vacuum in the nasal passages. Shih tzu are brachycepahlic, they have a very short face and nose. This short nose apparently makes them more susceptible to this common phenomenon. Simply talk calmly to your pet, stroke his or her throat to make them swallow and at the same time gently hold their nostril closed for a moment to help release the vacuum. I hate to think that these poor little doggies were on unnecessary medication for years. These are very heavy duty drugs that are not without risk and side effects either. This can happen when novice owner takes the dog to a veterinarian who is not familiar with the breed and discribes the incident. The vet unknowingly believes it was a seizure. So if this applies to you or your doggie, please review this information with your vet as soon as possible. 
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 Another time two dogs at the same house went to a new vet and he told them both dogs needed anal gland surgery. I was surprized when I was told of the problem. When I called my dear friend Dr. Kelly, he told me the odds of that happening to two dogs in the same house like that were about 10,000 to one. He told me to get them to go over to his clinic and he would check them for me as a favor. He did. It turned out they had been eating pyracathra berries. (poisonous) that grew along the back deck. They never did have their anal glands removed. The owners cut the bush down and from then on there were no more troubles.
There are just so many things we take for granted or  just don't think about. Two other people told me that the doggies got into mice/rat bait and had to go to emergency clinics for treatment. In both cases the owners had gone to a summer cabin when it happened. The bait traps attracked the curious little shih tzu. One owner gave the doggie mustard as the vet advised only to find out it was dry mustard and not table mustard. Peroxide is often used to induce vomiting in these cases. Be aware that pets are like very young children and anything may go into their mouths.
It is a good to travel with a doggie emergency kit or have one on hand whenever possible. (* Those of my clients who have not received their copy may email me privately if they would like a copy of a First Aid Kit for Pets.)
Things like these and many others can happen when we live with dogs. We all want to do our best by and for them. I just share these stories as a heads up

as to possiblities and solutions.
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This is Judy and Zita Drechsler in Germany
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Grooming Tips:
Some basic instructions for the novice groomer: When you are ready to start brushing: use some diluted hair crème rinse or leave in conditioner in a spray bottle. You can buy a product made especially for this purpose like Lambert Kay Detangler or you can use some Aussie or Pantene. Mist over the hair before you brush and do it as you go along. This will reduce static which can make ends fly away and break. Gently hold your brush and section small parts of the hair at a time starting at the part with your dog on his side or start underneath with a leg or tummy. Work along until you can run a comb all the way through the hair without encountering a tangle or mat. Be sure to double check the mat prone areas around the ears, under the front legs and near the feet. Use a detangler spray or de-matting solution if hair is really matted. Let it dry and then gently and carefully take a little piece of the mat at a time until you have it broken apart. Use a gentle slicker brush carefully go with the growth of hair to fully remove any clinging fuzz or bits of hair or they will lead to another mat. Be sure to check the feet; the pads should touch the floor. Your little doggie should make contact with the ground and there should be no hair betweem surfaces. If there is, use your scissors and carefully cut it away. Check between the toes and pads for any mats or particles that could cause discomfort. Check around the anus and vulva area to be sure the hair is clean and not matted. Carefully snip away any hair from these areas. Clean with a moistened towlette if necessary. Your dog should feel good and enjoy grooming. Start early making it a pleasant experience for him. Give lots of praise and reward after any postive progress and accomplishment until he looks forward to the experience. A shih tzu will have to be groomed for his or her entire life whether or not they have short or long coat so it is essential that this be a positive  enjoyable experience for all.
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Last issue I discussed teeth. I forgot to mention retained deciduous teeth. That is the term for puppy teeth that don’t come out on their own. We need to watch for this. All puppy teeth should be gone by the time a puppy is 6-9 months old.  Retained puppy teeth can turn, rotate or break and cause a dog discomfort or injury if neglected. When a puppy is spayed or neutered, that’s a good time to ask the vet to check his teeth and remove any retained puppy teeth so they will not become problementary later on.You may be able to remove loose puppy teeth yourself by grasping firmly with a piece of gauze or a hemostat. If they are impacted the vet must take care of it.
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Justin Gonsalves

[image: image11.wmf]
This newsletter consists of my own ideas, opinions and experiences. I present it to you in hopes you can glean some of it for the good of your shih tzu. It’s my intention to provide a helpful informational source for shih tzu fanciers. If you don’t like my newsletter or any content thereof, please don’t read it. Thank you. © Chris Jones   For permission to use any part of this publication contact me at:                chris@chinaishihtzu.com 
